SWBS Website Navigation and Use

The new website is very comprehensive and packed with features for all SWBS members to use. This document is provided as reference to you when you access the site. It describes the various areas you can access as a SWBS member and the neat things you can do to get the most out of the site’s design. I have addressed the site’s use by each area and have tried to cover all aspects of it’s features and functions. You may wish to print this narrative for your use in navigating in our new website. 
Robert Harden, the site designer, has done an outstanding job for the SWBS in designing-in all that we could ever ask for at this point. As we grow and find new ways to serve the membership, design changes can be made thanks to the site’s flexibility. Updates are forwarded to Robert as needed, followed by uploading to the site. Members have the ability to submit photos, calendar events and stories pertinent to the SWBS and are encouraged to do so as often as possible.
Please review this document and plot your course through the site trying all the features that are made available to all current SWBS members.

The Site Menu block contains links to just about every aspect of the site. We’ll start with the Home/News page first. This is the page you will see when you first access the site. It contains various blocks, as they are called, which serve various areas of the site and allows people to peruse the public areas. The links are self-explanatory and take you to various SWBS information.  
Mission Statement – States who we are and what we do.

Officers – Lists all Officers and Directors of the SWBS with contact information.
States Covered – The SWBS’s five state area

Membership – Takes you to the registration page where you can print out the form or sign-up / renew electronically using your Paypal account or credit card. The on-line feature is secure and makes your registration or renewal a snap.

Photo Gallery - Click on this link to take you to the SWBS photo section. There are currently three albums (more albums can be generated) – SWBS General Photos, Member Projects and Various SWBS Events. You can view all photos in these albums by clicking on the photo that is for each album. You can then view each photo in that album or move on to another album. If you want to cast your vote and score photos, you can select any photo by clicking on it. Beneath the photo you’ll see actions for voting / scoring. You can score photos as you like based on you own personal preferences. There are so many features in the Photo Gallery I urge you to just go there and start clicking to learn.
Anyone can upload photos by clicking on the “Upload pictures” link in the Photo Gallery. SWBS web admin reviews and approves each photo submitted before posting on the site.

For Sale - This page is for members to sell aviation related items. If you have something you would like to list, send me the information and any photos and we’ll post your item. It’s free for now so make good use of it.
Links – This is a listing of various links to other aviation related sites. You can submit a link that you feel would be of benefit to anyone that accesses the site. All link submittals are subject to SWBS admin approval.

Newsletter Archive – All current and past SWBS Newsletters are archived here for your use. You can view Newsletters on-line, download and save or print them directly from the site.

Recommend Us – Self explanatory
Contact Us – This is the SWBS e-mail link for anyone to send an e-mail to the SWBS. E-mails are checked daily.

Statistics – Shows in detail, the number of “hits” or times people have accessed the site. It gives the SWBS website admin a view of all site visit activities.

Submit News – Allows anyone to submit articles that may be of interest to the membership. As with all other submittals, SWBS website admin reviews and approves, as deemed appropriate, all submissions.
Your Account – From this link you can sign-in to access the Members area. Just type in the name and password you’ve selected and you can gain access to the Members area. (See “Login” for details on how to register as a SWBS member.)

SWBS Flyins and Events - Our upcoming events will be posted here. All you have to do is click on one of the links to get all the information concerning an event. Usually there will be links to registration and/or itinerary documents that you can download or print off for registering for an event. In this same block is the “SWBS Calendar” which you can click and select which month you want to view. Scheduled events will be shaded-in and you will see a title sentence as a prelude to the more detailed narrative of an event. Anyone can submit an event by clicking on the “Submit Event” link. All submittals are reviewed prior to approval and posting.
Login – This block is for logging in to your SWBS member account / Member’s area. If you have not already created a user name and password, click on “Create One” and follow the instructions for selecting a name and password. Requests to access the Members area are sent electronically to admin and are approved by admin only after the requestor’s membership status is confirmed.

This is a new site and any old password that you may have had previously will not work here. You will have to select a new name and password to gain access. 

Once you have logged in, a page will appear with five (5) icons. This is essentially your private section of the website. Note: All members that have access to the Member’s area will need to click on the icon “Your Info” and complete specific member information in the boxes given. After that, it’s important that each member scroll down to Forums Timezone and confirm that the time datum listed is GMT -6. Please do this the first time you log on.

All other icons are self-explanatory so simply click on each one and peruse through each page to begin to understand all the Members features and functions this site is capable of.

Member’s Menu: After you login as a member, you will see this block on the left hand side. In it are more selections to select for more features. Of particular note is the ability for a member to select to purchase top quality, “official” SWBS merchandise.
SWBS merchandise - As with your renewals or new member registrations, you can buy SWBS merchandise online or by printing off the form and mailing your order in. 

Member Listing: This feature is in development and is built on the info you supply about yourself in the “Your Info” section of “Your Account” page. Please complete as much information about yourself as you care to share. When we have enough members listed and each one allows the use of their information for the directory, we’ll publish it here for Members Only! The general internet public will not be able to access our directory so your information is secure within the SWBS membership.

Private Messages: You can access the Private Message system by clicking on this link, just the same as the “Messages” icon on Your Account page.

Forum: This link allows members to submit and view forum topics for any and all SWBS members to join in. Very similar to the ABS and other website forum features.
Messages - This is the “Private Message” system you can use to send private messages to another registered member or members. It’s not an e-mail system, as it only works with SWBS members that have an account in the Member’s area. When you send a message to someone that has a member account, an e-mail from the SWBS e-mail system alerts that member that he/she has a Private Message from you that is waiting for them. Just another nifty way for our members to stay in-touch.
Logout / Exit – Always click on this icon when you exit the site. Clicking this icon will take you out of the Member’s area back to the Home page. Please remember to always logout when you exit the site.
I’m here to help with any of your questions, comments or concerns so please feel free to send me an e-mail at 67v35@valornet.com or use the “Private Message” system to share your thoughts. This site is very well designed and there is plenty of room to grow with your ideas on any enhancements that would benefit the membership.
Click, browse and learn! That’s my best suggestion to you on how to get acquainted with this ultra capable site.

Enjoy!

James Stiles 
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